


When Jesus Saw the Crowds
We are delighted to be able to welcome you to the Irish Church Music Association’s 53rd Annual Summer School – the first in-person Summer 
School since 2019.  Our theme this year is When Jesus Saw the Crowds. This year, we will gather for two days, Thursday 14th July and Friday 
15th July.  We have a very busy timetable for the two days and hope that you will appreciate how much is on offer over such a short period of time.  

On Thursday, we will honour the work of Mr Ronan McDonagh and Dr John O’Keeffee.  Both men received the Knighthood of St Gregory in 
honour of the work in Church Music in Ireland.  Both Ronan and John will offer inputs throughout the day culminating in a celebration of their 
music at the end of the day.  Our focus for day one is the Gospel story of the loaves and fish.  The Eucharist on day one will be celebrated by Fr 
Pat O’Donoghue and will be As Gaeilge, and introduce us to the Irish Mass setting by Ronan. 

Day two will have six inputs, three from Sr Moira Bergin & Ms Regina Deasy, and three from Ms Karen O’Donovan and Mr Ciaran Coll.  All of these 
inputs will focus on the Commissioning of the Twelve Apostles.  Over the two days, we will also celebrate the 100th anniversary of the birth of Mr 
Fintan O’Carroll.  Each day will begin at 10am and run until 9pm.  It is possible to book for just one day and details of cost is on the Booking Form. 

We hope that there is something for you all during the Summer School and look forward to seeing you there.

Schedule

Maynooth Campus Code of Conduct

Organ Masterclass
Regina Deacy, Dominic Finn
In this set of organ masterclasses, participants will receive organ tuition according to their level of ability. Participants are free to 
bring along pieces that they have been working on throughout the year – the organ tutors will then provide direction and support 
on how to advance the piece. A selection of liturgical pieces and instrumentals will also be provided, with tips for providing good 
accompaniment for congregational singing. 

Thursday 14th July 2022

10:00-10:45  Input Session 1 (Welcome and short prayer)
10:45-11:15  Tea/Coffee
11:15-12:00  Input Session 2 (John O’Keeffee & Ronan McDonagh)
12:15-13:00  Input Session 3 (John O’Keeffee & Ronan McDonagh)
13:00-14:00  Lunch
14:00-14:45  Input Session 4 (John O’Keeffee & Ronan McDonagh)
15:00-15:45  Input Session 5 (John O’Keeffee & Ronan McDonagh)
16:00-16:45  Recap Session
17:00-18:00  Eucharist
18:00-19:00  Tea
18:30  Registration for Evening Workshops
19:00-19:45  Evening Workshop Session 1 (John & Ronan)
19:45-20:00  Tea/Coffee
20:00-20:45  Evening Workshop Session 2  (John & Ronan)
20:45  Short Closing Liturgy

Friday 15th July 2022

10:00-10:45  Input Session 1 (Welcome and short prayer)
10:45-11:15  Tea/Coffee
11:15-12:00  Input Session 2 (Ciaran Coll & Karen O’Donovan)
12:15-13:00  Input Session 3 (Regina Deacy & Sr Moira Bergin)
13:00-14:00  Lunch
14:00-14:45  Input Session 4 (Ciaran Coll & Karen O’Donovan)
15:00-15:45  Input Session 5 (Regina Deacy & Sr Moira Bergin)
16:00-16:45  Recap Session
17:00-18:00  Eucharist
18:00-19:00  Tea
18:30  Registration for Evening Workshops
19:00-19:45  Evening Workshop Session 1 (Ciaran & KAren)
19:45-20:00  Tea/Coffee
20:00-20:45  Evening Workshop Session 2  (Regina & Sr Moira)
20:45  Short Closing Liturgy

Friday 16th July 2022

10:00 Closing Morning Prayer

All those staying in on-campus guest accommodation are reminded of our 
terms and conditions:  The Board of the Irish Church Music Association 
asks all those taking part in the Summer School to follow these conditions. 
Consumption of alcohol and/or illegal substances on the campus is 
strictly prohibited.

Any guests deemed to be under the influence of alcohol or any other 
substance and likely to cause a disturbance will be asked to leave or 
refused admission.

The rights and privacy of resident staff and seminarians must be 
respected. It is expected that from midnight on there should be 
no noise in any of the accommodation areas. Any guest causing a 
disturbance will be asked to leave.

The rights and privacy of other guests must also be respected.

Under no circumstances should a guest bring another person back 
to his or her bedroom. This is a serious safety and security issue. 
Anyone found in breach of this during the course of the night will be 
asked to leave immediately. If the rule is found subsequently to have 
been breached the incident will be reported to the Head of Security. 
Disciplinary action may be taken against any person(s) in breach of 
this regulation.

Your co-operation on these matters is respectfully requested.

Please do not hesitate to contact Security at (01) 708 3929 if you have 
any cause for concern during your stay with us.

Yours sincerely

Bill Tinley (Manager, Maynooth University Campus)



Sr Moira Bergin RSM
Sister Moira Bergin rsm, is a member of the Council for Liturgy, the Liturgy Association of Ireland, secretary to the Bishops 
Advisory Committee on Church Music, company secretary to the Irish Church Music Association and worked with the National 
Centre for Liturgy until 2021. 

Ciaran Coll
Originally from Donegal, Ciaran is a Secondary School teacher of Religion and Music in St. Mary’s Holy Faith, Glasnevin, Dublin. 
He is a graduate of Theology and Philosophy from All Hallows College, DCU & Education from Trinity College Dublin. He is the 
former Director of the Our Lady of Victories Gospel Choir also in Dublin. He has led the New Generation Youth Choir at Summer 
School and was a presenter at the Religious Education Congress in Mater Dei. Over the past few years he has begun composing 
Liturgical Music.

Regina Deacy
Regina Deacy is organist and director of sacred music in St Muredach’s Cathedral and in Killala Diocese.  A graduate of UCC with 
a Bachelor of arts and Bachelor of music, she also received a diploma in Church Music and Liturgy from NUI Maynooth and from 
there completed a research Masters Degree in Sacred Music under Professor Gerard Gillen. She is an Associate of the Royal Irish 
Academy of Music in piano teaching. 

Regina is a member of the National Advisory Committee on Church Music to the Bishops. Regina balances a busy work schedule 
between parish and school, teaching music full- time in St Mary’s Secondary School Ballina where she also directs the school 
choir for school liturgies and concerts as well as directing an annual school musical. She directs St Muredach’s Cathedral choir, 
trains cantors and organists in the parish and has conducted several workshops on sacred music in the diocese. Regina directed 
St Muredach’s Cathedral Choir in St Peter’s Basilica in Rome and also in Westminster Cathedral in London where they performed 
at Masses. She also directed a massed choir at The Eucharistic Congress in Dublin in 2012 and also in the RDS, Dublin at the 
World Meeting of Families in 2018. She has also been organ tutor at the Irish Church Music Association Summer School in 
Maynooth since 2003.

Ronan McDonagh
Ronan is a native of Kiltimagh, Co. Mayo. At an early age he became immersed in traditional Irish music, winning All-Ireland titles 
at Fleadh Ceoil na hÉireann and Slógadh. His organ studies began at the Schola Cantorum, St Finian’s College, Mullingar, and 
continued with Professor Gerard Gillen at Dublin’s Pro-Cathedral. He has obtained a BMus degree from UCD, a Masters Degree in 
the Performance and Interpretation of Organ Music from NUI Maynooth, and holds the Performance Licentiate of Trinity College, 
London. In the past he has taught liturgical music composition at the Pontifical University, Maynooth.

Since 1990, Ronan has held the full time position of Organist and Director of Music at St Teresa’s Church, Clarendon Street, 
Dublin. Shortly after taking up this post, Ronan and the Carmelite Community founded St Teresa’s Choir, a choir which has since 
become one of the most respected in the city. In recent years Ronan has become widely known as a composer of liturgical music. 
Many of his compositions have been published in Ireland and in the United States.

Fuaimlaoi was formed by Ronan in 2006 to promote and develop liturgical music that grows out of our native tradition. It comprises 
a dynamic group of talented and committed singers and instrumentalists who have a keen interest in both liturgical music and Irish 
culture. With Fuaimlaoi, Ronan has released two collections of his liturgical compositions:- Ancient Promise (2010) and At The 
End Of The Sky (2021). Awarded a Papal Knighthood by the Holy See for services to church music, Ronan was invested into the 
Pontifical Equestrian Order of St Gregory the Great (KSG) in 2021.

Karen O’Donovan
Originally from West Cork, Karen is a Deputy Principal in Rosmini Community School, Drumcondra, Dublin 9.  She graduated with 
a B.A. in Theology and a Masters in Theology (Specialising in Liturgy) from St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth.  Currently, Karen is a 
member of Ronan McDonagh’s choir Fuaimlaoi and Cantando under the direction of Orla Barry. She has much experience in the 
area of Liturgy, having worked as the Director of Liturgy for the Redemptorist Order in Marianella, Rathgar, Dublin.  Karen also has 
a lot of experience in the area of Music, in particular Sacred Music, having worked with Liam Lawton, Kevin O’Carroll and Ronan 
McDonagh.  She was also a soloist for the Statio Orbis during the Eucharistic Congress in Dublin in 2012 and was a member of 
the special choir for the Papal Mass in the Phoenix Park in August 2018.  Karen has much experience as a Cantor in St. Michael’s 
Church in Dun Laoighaire, St. Mary’s Pro Cathedral and on many occasions at the National Centre for Liturgy.

John O’Keeffe
Native of Portmagee, Co. Kerry, John O’Keeffe received his initial training in church music in Mullingar as part of the Schola 
Cantorum at St Finian’s College, under its founder-director, Fr Frank McNamara. Following postings at the Pro-Cathedral (under 
the mentorship of Professor Gerard Gillen), Westminster Cathedral and Longford Cathedral, he was appointed as Director of 
Sacred Music at the National Seminary in Maynooth College, where he has spent over three decades building up an indigenous 
repertoire of liturgical music for mass and office, a small portion of which has so far been published as part of the church music 
series Feasts and Seasons. 

John also holds the position of Director of Choral Groups at Maynooth University, where he helped establish the Chamber Choir 
and Schola Gregoriana. He directs Church Music Diploma and Masters in Liturgical Music programmes at Maynooth, and his 
book, The Masses of Seán and Peadar Ó Riada: Explorations in Vernacular Chant, was published by Cork University Press in 
2017. In 2018, he was appointed Director of Music for the Papal Mass at the Phoenix Park, at the close of the World Meeting of 
Families and in 2021 he was awarded the Knighthood of St. Gregory for his services to Irish church music. A composer of liturgical 
music, his Mass of Saint Mel was commissioned to mark the rededication of St Mel’s Cathedral, and his new congregational 
setting of the Credo was launched last December as part of Irish Dominican celebrations marking the eighth centenary of the 
death of their founder.

Workshop Leaders



PHOTOS/VIDEO. We will be taking many photos and video footage during the course of the week. These photos/videos will be used for course related promotional 
materials in print, video and online. If you do not want your image or the image of your child to be used please write to us and let us know.

Only one booking form per person please.

Title:   cc  Name:   ccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

Address:   ccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

   ccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

County:   cccccccccccccccccccc    Eircode:  ccccccc

Mobile number   cccccccccc  Other number  cccccccccccccc

Email:    ccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

Parish:    cccccccccccccc Diocese/ ccccccccccccc 

Date of Birth:   cc/cc/cccc Gender: Male c Female c N/A c

Do you suffer from any medical conditions, physical or otherwise that could impact on your full participation throughout the week?  Yes c No c  
If yes, please give details: _________________________________________________________

Do you require a special Diet e.g Vegetarian, Coeliac, Allergy?   Yes c No c
 If yes, please give details: __________________________________________________________________________

PARTICIPATION

We would like to involve as many people in the music sessions and liturgies. Please indicate below if you wish to assist.

Do you play any instrument(s)?   Yes c No c   yes, give details: _______________________________________________________________

Will you be bringing your instrument(s) to Summer School?   Yes c No c 

Do you want to help out in any of the following minstries?   Cantor   c         Minister of the Word   c          Minister of the Eucharist    c

RATES AND PAYMENTS
Full Course (€180) c Student (€160) c Thursday full day (€95) c  Friday full day (€95) c 

Thursday Evening Workshop (€25)  c Friday Evening Workshop (€25)  c ICMA Membership (€20)  c
Please note: Accommodation and Breakfast are not included in the cost of the Summer School. 

• Accomodation and breakfast must be booked directly through with the Maynooth Conference and Accomodation Centre. Visit www.
maynoothcampus.com enter your arrival and departure dates and type in the e-voucher code ICMA_2022 in the voucher field. Alternatively 
call (01) 708 6400 and quote “ICMA” when booking with receptionist. Email front.desk@nuim.ie and quote “ICMA” when enquiring about 
availability

• N.B. A non-returnable deposit of €50 must accompany this form. 

• Cheques must be made payable to the Irish Church Music Association. Debit Card payments can also be made at registratrion.
• Children under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  The consent form must be signed by the parent/guardian 

accompanying the child and returned with this form

• Please sign and enclose the Code of Conduct

Code of Conduct (to be signed by all participants)

I have read the code of conduct and agree to adhere to it.          Signed   ______________________________________      Date  __________________

Consent for Participants under the age of 18

Name of Participant ________________________________________________      Name of Parent/Guardian _______________________________________

I hereby give consent for my child to take part in the Irish Church Music Association Summer School, 2022. I will accompany my child/or assign parental 
control to a leader of my choice for the duration of the course.

Signed   ______________________________________

Send completed form (signed, dated and including deposit or full payment to:
Ms Karen O’Donovan, Deputy Principal, Rosmini Community School

c/o All Hallows’ Campus DCU, Gracepark Road, Drumcondra, Dublin 9 D09 N920.

Booking Form


